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Village of Sunbury Regular Council
Minutes
January 8, 2020

Mayor Tommy Hatfield opened the Sunbury Village Council meeting at 7:30 p.m., January 8, 2020, in Council Chambers at Town Hall with a
moment of silent prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Those answering roll call: Tommy Hatfield, Joseph St. John, David Martin, Damin Cappel, Tim Gose and Martin Fisher. Also, in attendance
were Solicitor Vic Whitney, Engineer David Parkinson, Administrator Allen Rothermel and Fiscal Officer Kathy Belcher.

Council suspended for Public Hearing

Public Hearing

Reconvene Council

State of Village – Mayor Hatfield

Welcome to 2020 in Sunbury.
The state of Sunbury is healthy and promising!
We continue to live in a community where the combination of People
and their role in, Businesses, Schools, Churches, Civic organizations,
come together for the greater good.
While much of the world would want you to think we are divided, and in
many cases the world is, Sunbury and the Big Walnut Community show
that we can all work together and care for each other.
That doesn’t mean it is always easy but with some effort and focus on
the greater good we will always overcome.
We continue to be blessed to live in a great community. We have
something Special in Sunbury and it is something that we can all be
proud of.
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2019 was a pivotal year for Sunbury. Our newly created Charter
Commission hit the ground running in January and with much study,
deliberation, and work, the group of citizens put together a Charter that
was overwhelmingly approved in November.
I just want to again personally say “Thank You” to the charter
commission for all of their hard work. The charter commission laid the
foundation that we now have to implement and build on as a council in
2020.
On the 8th day of January we have already hit the ground running. We
have a council seat to fill. This was a vacancy that was created with the
retirement of Len Weatherby. Needless to say, these will be big shoes
to fill. Sunbury will forever be grateful for Len’s sacrifice and service to
Sunbury. Shortly you will hear from our finalist for that position.
We have other newly created vacancies that will need to be filled very
soon. A sixth seat on the zoning board and what will be the newly
created Zoning Board of Appeals.
There are times early in the morning when I am out running around town
and I think about all that we have going on in our community and I
honestly cannot even believe it. I will not list all, but you can see just by
looking around our community. Every facet of our community is
growing. As we move into 2020 early estimates show that Ohio could
lose a congressional seat because Ohio is not growing at the rate of other
areas of the country, but Sunbury remains healthy.
It will remain a challenge for Sunbury to continue to embrace inevitable
change, but continue to do it in a responsible way. Responsible growth
can come in many forms and may not look like it always has. I know
that my peers on this board will work hard to hold the values and
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principles that have made Sunbury the place that so many want to live
and raise a family.
Financially Sunbury is in great shape. I say that cautiously because we
have to make difficult choices every day. While this is a constant
balancing act for the Village, our goal continues to maintain our low tax
rate while providing the best services possible. The Village has
continued to reduce our indebtedness while maintaining a conservative
approach to incurring additional expenses.
We continue to prepare, plan, and execute our plans to keep the Village
on track for our future.
The Village continues to aggressively look at all contracts, suppliers to
engage for the best price and service for the Village.
In 2020 we will continue to look at all aspects of our business as we
grow to make sure we work to keep a diverse mix of residential,
commercial, and industrial growth in Sunbury. This is difficult because
we, Sunbury, don’t always control all of the levers that make responsible
growth possible, but we will work hard to partner with the entire
community.
The transition to a Charter city will surely add to our financial burden,
but we will do everything in our power to minimize the effect on our
citizens. We want to make sure that Sunbury continues to have a diverse
make up that will make our town financially sustainable for years to
come. This comes through work, not only from this group, but also
from the work by our staff and employees of Sunbury.
I think it is important for me to take a minute and say THANK YOU, to
the staff. We have a great group of employees that continue to do a
great job of providing quality service to our residents.

Page 4 of 20

Village of Sunbury Regular Council
Minutes
January 8, 2020

Planning efforts continue to be extremely important as we move through
2020.
Highlights for 2020 will surely continue to focus on planning and
implementation of the Charter, completion of the
Parks Master plan, updating Sunbury’s master plan, the thoroughfare
plan, and further preparing for our transition to a city.
We have several projects that we expect to finally complete in 2020.
5 N Columbus Street (or as I like to say the Park ING at 5 north
Columbus) will be completed in the spring in time for Memorial Day.
** I would like to give a shout out to the Facemeyer Company for their
work on the trail at the library and future work scheduled at 5 North
Columbus. It is always nice to see local contractors be the successful
bidder on work in Sunbury.
Sunbury will continue to look for ways to keep the Town Square vibrant
and capable of handling the visitors and traffic that choose to be here for
the diverse offerings of our community.
The Reservoirs are something that we have been working on for a
number of years since Sunbury transition to DELCO water. 2020 will
be the year where we have dismantled the water plant, install safety
measure for the up-ground reservoirs and we expect to see the reservoirs
officially transition from a water source to a park feature.
The Town Hall. While this project has surely gone on much longer than
we anticipated it is really starting to take shape. The brick and tuck
pointing are well on the way and I would say about half done at this
point. The current schedule has it finishing up soon and then coming
back to power wash and seal when the weather breaks. Meanwhile
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inside renovations should be on track soon and we should be able to go
into the Memorial Day festivities with a Town Square that is truly one of
a kind and one that we will be able to enjoy for years to come.
As our community grows, SAFETY continues to be top of mind.
Sunbury’s proximity to the freeway and major roads like 37 and 3C
continue to be problematic with easy access to our town. We continue
to make strides with our police force and the partnership we have forged
with the county and the state. Our police force continues to grow and
take seriously the safety concerns and the changes in our world.
Sunbury will strive to have a highly trained force ready to meet the
needs of our community - to protect and serve our diverse and everchanging community. I look forward to continue to work with our PD
and appreciate all that they do every day. Unfortunately, they have a
very difficult job that everyone will always second guess, but that comes
with the territory and I know our force is up to the challenge and will
always do what is right.
As we move forward in 2020, Sunbury will continue to value our
relationships and work diligently with our partners, Delaware County,
The Big Walnut School District, Galena, and the surrounding townships,
to ensure communication and cooperation. We take pride in making
hard decisions for the good of our community. While I said this last
year, I want to say it again this year.
Sunbury, I and this council, will work to provide leadership in this area.
We recognize that people want to live in our community and are like
minded with our values.
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While some could see the growth in Sunbury as a problem, we see it as
an opportunity. Don’t get me wrong, my first choice would be to stay
where we are today, but that is not realistic.
For Sunbury to continue to be healthy and thriving, we have to have
responsible growth.
We believe we can have smart planned growth. Growth that does not
cause problems for existing community members, schools, police, and
fire.
Our growth has to come with a plan to help pay for the infrastructure
and support that is needed to support that growth.
Sunbury believes we can partner with our schools and surrounding
communities and we will always put our community first. That means
the citizens of Sunbury and the surrounding community.
We will continue to look for creative solutions. We have to be prepared
that these opportunities may not look like the past and may be disguised
as hard work or an uncomfortable discussion, but I am confident this
board is up for the challenge.
We look forward to working for the betterment of our community in
2020.
Lastly, apparently the Charter Commission didn’t think I had enough to
do, but they have given me the ability to make motions and vote as a
member of this board. So, to my peers on the board, watch out I will be
on the move.
Motion by Mayor Hatfield and seconded by Martin to nominate Joe St. John as President Pro Tem for 2020. Being no other nominations, all in
favor 6 yeas. Motion carried.

Mayor Hatfield introduced the COUNCIL RULES with two minor corrections in grammar, one in section C item 4 d). capitalized Council and
Section C item two should be read as “no other subject or subjects”.
Paul Hollar
575 Redshank Dr, Sunbury, Oh
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Spoke to Council concerning the Council Rules. He would like to see the agendas and minutes of all committees posted on the
website. Mayor Hatfield/Joe St. John replied that the Council is working towards having administrative support. St. John also
made the point that Committee meeting, are not decision-making bodies and only recommend changes.

Motion by Martin and seconded by Cappel to approve Council Rules with the corrections. Upon Roll 6 Yeas

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
St. John

Would like to take the next two weeks for feedback on the assignments and come back with a recommendation at the next Council
Meeting.

Motion by Martin and seconded by St. John to approve December 18, 2019 minutes. Upon Roll 6 Yeas.

VISITORS
Cynthia Cooper, 203 Hawthorne Road, Sunbury, Oh

Spoke to Council concerning her qualifications for the open seat on Council.

Motion by Martin and seconded by St. John to nominate Cynthia Cooper as the new Council Person to fill the open seat. Upon Roll 6 Yeas.
(done under new business)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
St. John

There will be a public hearing in zoning in a few weeks concerning the Golf Course Development.

POLICE REPORT:
None

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
January 8, 2020 Edition
1). EV Charging Station Update- The EV charging station has been placed in the Morning
Street parking lot. It is scheduled to get customized signage on Thursday. We are now waiting
on AEP to complete the install process. Once we get a commitment from them, I’ll let you
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know. June has been working with the City of Delaware for their input on how they determine
rates to charge users and is scheduled to take a module from ChargePoint in managing the
equipment. We are looking at an end of February date to be operational.
2). Tree City USA Submittal- Tree City USA data for the Village of Sunbury in 2019 was
submitted via their web portal 11/15/19. The due date for submittals is Thursday December 5,
2019. I will update Council on the status of our submittal as I receive feedback. No feedback has
been received to date.
3). Trash Pick-up Bidding Specs- I am in the process of reviewing Specifications from Galena
for going out to bid for Refuse Collection Services. I hope to have bid specs to review by our
next meeting.
4). Fallen Hero Bike Trail Update-The fence along Prairie Run on the library property has been
constructed (see pics). The project is now complete with the exception of punch list and seeding.
5). Preservation Parks- Preservation Parks plans to apply for an ODNR Clean Ohio Trail Fund
grant on February 1st. The grant will be to pave the section of RR corridor from Hartford Road
1.4 miles NE toward Condit. Attached is a map for your reference. A public open house to get
community feedback. Will be held at Sunbury’s Town Hall on January 14th from 7:00pm8:00pm.

Respectfully submitted by Allen Rothermel

ENGINEER’S REPORT:

Engineering Status Report
Prepared By:
Date:

David R. Parkinson, P.E.

January 2, 2020
Project Description

Updates

ODNR Dam Failure Emergency Action Plan (EAP)
The Village is under official notice by the ODNR to develop an emergency action
plan (EAP) for their up-ground reservoirs by January 2018. This is required for all
owners of class 1 dams in the state. Deadline for submitting an EAP is 12/31/17.

Sunbury has
received approval
from ODNR for the
OMI and EAP.

VILLAGE PROJECTS
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Project Description

Updates

Final plans that
incorporate
solutions to
ODNR’s
recommendations
and requirements
are complete. We
have a right-ofentry form
completed by the
Church. We are
ready to advertise
for bids.
Will present to
Council on
1.22.20 for
permission to
advertise for bids.

Pavement Condition Ratings and Streets Capital Improvements Program
A pavement condition rating (PCR) will be performed on every segment of
roadway within the Village based on the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) rating system for local roadways. After performing the PCRs, a Streets
Capital Improvements Program (CIP) will be developed for addressing the
observed deficiencies.

Presentation made
at the 11.20.19
Finance
Committee
Meeting. CIP to be
finalized upon
further discussion
with Administration
and Council
regarding the
amount to be
budgeted each
year.
No Update.
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Village Hall Brick Repairs
This project will replace broken brick, remove the inappropriate grout, repoint the
grout with appropriate grout, remove and replace broken window sills and lintels
(only one or two of each), caulk windows and doors, and waterproof the brick.

Met with
Contractor on
12.31.19. They
will continue to
work as long as it
does not get too
cold. They expect
to finish the
masonry work by
the end of
January. At that
point, they will
likely be done for
the winter. They
expect to return in
March to powerwash the building
and apply the
sealer. The
power-wash will
remove the
“overspray ” of
mortar that is on
the brick edges.
They need a
couple of weeks
for the brick to dry
after the powerwashing before
they can apply the
sealer. Estimated
completion is the
middle of April.
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5 South Columbus Street Property
This project involved the construction of a new parking lot at the southwest
corner of Cherry Street and Columbus Street, along with drainage improvements
that will connect to the storm sewer currently being installed on W. Cherry St.
Preliminary plans provide 14 parking spaces and a landscaped open space on
the corner.

Contract was
awarded to
Facemyer. Precon was held on
11.8.19. Work will
begin in March,
2020, so the
parking lot may be
kept open over the
winter. Contractor
is confident they
can finish my May
15, 2020, even
with a late start.
No Update.

Parking Lot Plan w/ Landscape Area
Little Walnut Creek Sanitary Trunk Sewer, Phase 1
This project involves the construction of approximately 5200 l.f. of 36” diameter
sanitary sewer from the Sunbury Meadows Sewage Lift Station to the corner of
Cheshire Road and Golf Course Road. It will serve, immediately, the Sunbury
Golf Course development (150 single family homes) and the future Price Farms
(a 336 single family home development that stalled just prior to receiving final
approval). The sewer was designed to serve as far west as South Galena Road
and well north of 36/37 (including Bent Tree Golf Course). Included in that is the
interception of the Cheshire Road (Willowick) lift station.
The project was originally to be constructed by a developer and reimbursed
through the NCA. Due to circumstances beyond our control, the developer was
unable to construct the sewer. Demands in the area (specifically, Golf Course
and Price) for sewer service has resulted in the Village taking the lead to
construct this project.

Currently working
with the Village to
arrange for final
plan revisions and
advertising for
bids in March,
2020.
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Fallen Heroes Multi-Use Trail
Sunbury is undertaking the construction of approximately 700 l.f. of 10-foot wide
MUT from W. Granville Street to W. Cherry Street. Sunbury received a grant for
half of the construction cost from Delaware County.

Columbus Asphalt
Paving was
awarded the
contract. Pre-con
was held on
10.29.19. Work to
begin on 11.5.19.
Asphalt was laid
week of
Thanksgiving.
The fence will be
installed as soon
as there is a
break in the
weather.
Final restoration
to be completed
in the spring.
Sidewalks broken
by contractor
were repaired the
week of
Thanksgiving.

Note: Blue is the future trail through Orchard Park; Red is the alignment shown
in the grant application; Black is the alignment desired if an agreement with the
Library can be reached.

Parks Master Plan
Sunbury is undertaking a Master Plan for the Parks Facilities. This Master Plan
will serve as a roadmap for future projects and for providing guidance to
developers on the types and locations of park facilities desired by the Sunbury. It
will also serve as the foundation for grant applications that could assist in the
delivery of the facilities to the community.

Draft report will be
submitted to the
Parks and
Recreation
Committee on
9.4.19.
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CT received
feedback;
responded on
12.3.19. Upon
discussions with
Administration and
Council, we will
finalize the Master
Plan and submit.
No Update.
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PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Magnolia Park (Formerly Orchid Park)
The proposed single-family subdivision contains 37 lots on 25.95 acres to the
east of Big Walnut Middle School, south of Cheshire Road. The subdivision
will connect to Cheshire Road, Fairland Drive, and the future development to
the south on the Price property. The property is zoned R2 and the Developer
has requested a variance to keep the present zoning classification.

Development costs
stalled the
application. The
Developer has since
decided to proceed.
Comments were
recently provided to
the applicant on the
draft development
agreement.
Additionally, details
were provided
regarding the
process moving
forward for
preliminary plat,
construction
drawing, and final
plat approvals.
The Development
Agreement was
approved by Council
on 8.21.19.
The Preliminary Plat
was approved by the
P&Z Commission
8.26.19, contingent
on final engineering
approval.
CT to coordinate a
meeting between
Civenco and the
Schools upon receipt
of possible dates
from Civenco.
Civenco is looking
for a new engineer.
This may be the
cause of the
apparent lack of

Page 15 of 20

Village of Sunbury Regular Council
Minutes
January 8, 2020
progress recently.
We have still not
heard back from
Civenco on available
dates to meet with
the Schools.
No Update.

The Developer has proposed to sequence the construction slightly differently.
Phase 1 will be the 6 lots along the entrance drive. With Phase 1, the
developer will build the entrance drive from Cheshire Rd to the south side of
the north entrance to the school. Phase 2 will be the section along Fairland Dr
and will include the extension of the entrance road to the south property line.
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Sunbury Golf Course
In 2016, PRD Zoning was approved for the Sunbury Golf Course. This zoning
“expired” in 2019. The applicant has submitted the exact same zoning
package as was submitted in 2019. Project is located east of Golf Course
Road and consists of 150 single-family lots on 67.5 acres +/-. Connections are
proposed to Sunbury Meadows (Section 7 – Clover Street, off of Saffron Drive)
and to the future development to the north on Price Farms.

The zoning
application was
discussed at the
P&Z Commission
meeting held on
December 23, 2019
(a public hearing
was held that night,
as well). P&Z
forwarded the
application to
Council with
recommendation for
approval. The
application should
come to Council in
early February. A
public hearing will
be required at
Council.

PROJECTS CURRENTLY ON HOLD / INACTIVE






Northgate Commerce District – no activity
Granville Street Multi-Family Development – discussions continue
Little Walnut Creek Trunk Sewer – discussions continue
MTB Fourwinds Rezoning – discussions continue
Price Farms Development – zoning application expected soon – informal presentation expected
at P&Z on 12.23.19.
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PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Sunbury Meadows Section 13 Construction is substantially complete. Final punch list items being
addressed by Contractor.
Big Walnut Schools

Site has been graded, most utilities have been installed. Elementary
school is coming out of the ground. Building pad has been set for the
new High School. Tree clearing issue has been reviewed and defined.
Contractor cleared beyond the limits shown on the plans. There is no
prohibition to this. The requirement is that they identify every tree they
remove; which they have done. They removed 171 trees (1776 caliper
inches) from this area. This will be added to the trees removed as part
of the project clearing and included in the “tree replacement”
calculations. PTI has been received for the sanitary sewers.

N. Miller Drive MOB

Project is substantially complete.

2018/2019 Street Programs

Project is substantially complete.

Sunbury Mills Building B

Construction is progressing.

CinRoc Boat and RV Storage Construction underway. Site has been graded. Storm sewers tested
last week. Building shell is substantially completed. Revised lighting
plans were approved.
Voss Brothers

Construction is progressing.

Sunbury Meadows Section 11 Construction has paused; will pick up again next year.
Sunbury Meadows Section 14 Construction is progressing well; storm and sanitary is complete.
Underdrains and curbs scheduled for this week and RCC scheduled for
next week - if weather holds.
Sherwin Williams

Construction has not yet started. Waiting for Owner to request a precon meeting.

Kroger Expansion

Construction is underway.

RESIDENTIAL PLOT PLAN REVIEWS
The following residential plot plans were reviewed since the previous report:
 449 Lemming Drive (currently under review)
 424 Lemming Drive (currently under review)
RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT
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 None

Parkinson

Preservation of Parks are planning on constructing a portion of the trail starting at Meredith State Road going 2.25 miles. It would be
continued later with new funding.

In two weeks, he will present to Council Plans for the up ground reservoirs, including the estimate of cost.

RESOLUTIONS:

Third Readings

Second Readings

First Readings

ORDINANCES:

Third Readings

Ordinance 2019.02.00 tabled.
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION TO APPROVE THE
APPLICATION OF NORTHGATE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES TO REZONE ±61.90 ACRES TO PLANNED RESIDENTIAL
DISTRICT (PRD)

Second Readings

ORDINANCE 2019.38
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN MTB FOURWINDS LLC,
EMME HOLDINGS LLC AND THE VILLAGE OF SUNBURY
ORDINANCE 2019.42
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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AN EXCISE TAX ON LODGING BY A HOTEL OR TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATION, AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (second reading)

First Readings
ORDINANCE 2020.02
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH CT CONSULTANTS FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES

ORDINANCE NO. 2020.03
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE APPLICATION OF SUNBURY PLAZA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP TO REZONE +/-9.805
ACRES LOCATED ON MILLER DRIVE FROM PLANNED COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (PCD ) TO PLANNED RESIDENTIAL
DISTRICT (PRD) PURSUANT TO THE VILLAGE OF SUNBURY ZONING CODE
Parkinson

Spoke to Council on the Sunbury Plaza rezoning application, he commented that their tree policy meets and exceeds the tree
ordinances of Sunbury.

He also spoke concerning various divergences, including the front yard set-back, the density was also a divergence. The front yard
will be adequate for two cars to park, there will not be parking on the street. There is also a divergence for side and rear yard set-back.
Five and six divergence were for density and lot coverage respectively. The seventh divergence was concerning parking spaces. All of
these divergences were deemed acceptable by the zoning board.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Purchase Order # 33318 – Fyre Tec – Windows along fire escape - $31,000.00
Purchase Order # 33366 – Treasurer State of Ohio – Permit to install - $15,100.00

NEW BUSINESS:

Delaware County Prosecutorial Contract – hold for next meeting

Motion by Fisher and seconded by Hatfield to approve Purchase Order # 33510 CT Consultants – Engineering Services – Fallen Hero’s Trail
$5,068.49. Upon Roll 6 Yeas

Motion by Martin and seconded by Fisher to approve Purchase Order # 33509 CT Consultants – Sunbury Meadows section 11/14 – Plan
Review $5,247.74. Upon Roll 6 Yeas
Motion by Hatfield and seconded by Cappel to approve Purchase Order # 33505 CT Consultants – OPWC 2018/2019 – final engineering –
Project #2018.01 $5,737.06. Upon Roll 6 Yeas

Motion to Adjourn

All Yeas.
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____________________________________
Tommy Hatfield, Mayor

___________________________________
Kathy Belcher, Fiscal Officer

