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Village of Sunbury Regular Council
Minutes
May 19, 2021

Virtual Meeting

Mayor Joseph St. John opened the Sunbury Village Council meeting at 7:30 p.m., May 19, 2021, via virtual with a
moment of silent prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Those answering roll call: Joseph St. John, David Martin, Damin Cappel, Martin Fisher, Cindi Cooper, and Tim
Gose. Also, in attendance, via virtual were Solicitor David Brehm, Administrator Allen Rothermel, Police Chief
Robert Howard, and Fiscal Officer Kathy Belcher.

Motion by Martin and seconded by Cooper to approve May 5, 2021 minutes. Upon Roll 5 yeas 1 Abstention

VISITORS

Gene Linton
President – Kiwanis spoke to Council concerning the Labor Day Event. Other events will be a Culture
Awareness Program that will be held online over 4 Wednesdays, July 7, 14, 21 and 28th, from 7pm to 8:30-pm. He
will send flyers out and is asking for support from Council to help get the word out. The cost for all four sessions
will be $95.00. Martin asked if it was an attend one or all, Gene replied that the cost would still be $95.00, but he
will check in to recording the sessions for viewing at a later date.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
St. John
Finance Meeting – standards of accounting - as we transition to a City were discussed. GAAP versus
OCBOA/Generally Accepted Accounting Principles versus Other Comprehensive Basis of Accounting. The
pro/cons of each method will be discussed as we transition towards being a City.

POLICE REPORT:
Chief Robert Howard
Reported to Council that the Village has hired a new full time police officer.
Martin
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Asked about the possibilities of installation of some sort of barricade to help block cars from
hitting houses. Howard replied that he/Brad and Allen would sit down and discuss options, he
also stated that no barricade would have stopped the vehicle that hit the homes last July, because
of the speed of the vehicle.



Chief Howard also stated that he would have training with the Council Members toward the end
of July.



Chief Howard also ran through the options for the Police Officer Cameras. The new system will
be on the Car including the backseat. The data storage will be done on site, which will also save
money for storage.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
May 19, 2021 Edition
1). Town Hall Update- The new tables and chairs have been delivered to Town Hall and set up
on the first and third floors. Work will begin on the electronics to be installed on the third-floor
next week after all deliveries have been made. It is anticipated this work will be completed in
June. Mayor’s Court plans on occupying the second floor this Tuesday May 25, 2021.
2). Town Square- Our new test picnic table for Town Square was delivered and located by the
gazebo. (see photo) It has passed the review of staff and another 5 will be ordered (2
handicapped accessible) for placement around the Square. The existing tables will be re-painted
and returned to Freedom Park.
3). Freedom Park- Re-painting of all wood surfaces at the picnic shelter began today. It is
anticipated that all painting will be complete by Friday May 21, 2021. All damaged grills were
removed around the shelter perimeter with one left remaining for use.
4). Personnel Update- 1). The posting for a FT replacement for Administrative Staff will be up
this week with a deadline for submittal of June 11, 2021 2). WWTP Operator interviews
continue and will include two PT (weekend) candidates and 3). Materials regarding the
Administrator’s position have been forwarded to the sub-committee.

Respectfully submitted by Allen Rothermel
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ENGINEER’S REPORT:

Engineering Status Report
Prepared By:
Date:

David R. Parkinson, P.E.

May 14, 2021
Project Description

Updates

VILLAGE PROJECTS
Little Walnut Creek Interceptor Sewer, Phase 1
This project involves the construction of a 36” sanitary trunk sewer extending
from the Sunbury Meadows Sewage Lift Station north to the northern edge of
the Price Farm property, near the intersection of Cheshire Road and Golf
Course Road.
This project dates back to 2016. It was originally a private development project
initiated by Northgate Development Company as part of their Northgate
Commerce Centre (proposed for the new interchange). The project has since
been taken over by Sunbury as a Public Improvement. The project is needed to
provide service to Rolling Hills (the former Sunbury Golf Course Development)
and Price Ponds (the development proposed for the Price Farms. It will also
serve as our major receiving sewer for new development to the west and
northwest.

The project is out for
bid. Addendum No. 1
was just issued.
Included in the
addendum is
extending the Bid
Opening to Tuesday,
February 23. This will
not affect our ability
to submit the OWDA
application by the
end of February for
consideration by
OWDA at their March
meeting.
Bids were opened on
2.23.21. Low bid of
$2,248,110.50 was
submitted by Helms
and Sons Excavating
of Findlay, Ohio.

Cheshire Road

Golf Course Road

Little Walnut Creek Trunk Sewer
Phase 1

OWDA application
was submitted on
2.25.21.
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Project Description

Updates

Trees have been
cleared. Shop
drawings have been
approved. The
contract needs Law
Director signature.
Pre-Con is scheduled
for Thursday, April 8,
2021. Pipe will be
delivered the week of
April 12, 2021. Still
waiting on structures
(manholes).
Project continues.
Structures are
scheduled for
delivery. Sewer
installation to begin
May 20 at the lift
station.

H:\2021\210007\REPORTS\Engineering Status Report 2021.05.14.Docx

ODNR Dam Failure Emergency Action Plan (EAP)
The Village is under official notice by the ODNR to develop an emergency
action plan (EAP) for their up-ground reservoirs by January 2018. This is
required for all owners of class 1 dams in the state. Deadline for submitting an
EAP is 12/31/17.
Sunbury has received approval from ODNR for the OMI and EAP.
Bids were opened on 2.21.20. Facemyer was the apparent lowest and best
bidder.
Council awarded the project to Facemyer on 3.4.20. Ordinance became
effective on or about 4.4.20.

Law Director
recommended that
the change in project
scope NOT be
completed by a
change order.
Therefore, a new
contract was
prepared. Council
gave a first reading to
an Ordinance at its
meeting on 4.21.21,
to award the un-bid
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We are evaluating an alternative solution and should have the results within 2
weeks. We’ll be working with the Contractor to cost out the new approach. We
expect it to save money.
Met with Cameron Facemyer on Thursday, August 20, 2020, to discuss the
project and ways to reduce the costs; proposal was offered. Need to discuss
with the Mayor.
Meeting will be held on 9.15.2020 to discuss status of project and the path
forward.
Met with Cameron Facemyer on Tuesday, December 22, 2020, to discuss the
current status of the project and the change order required to finish the
contract.

contract to Facemyer.
We will still proceed
with a change order
to remove most of the
work from the original
contract. We expect
Council to consider
passing the
Ordinance awarding
the un-bid contract to
Facemyer at its
meeting on May 5,
2021. Once approved
and effective, we will
execute the change
order to the original
project and complete
the work for both
contracts. At present
time, we expect the
work to be completed
by the end of July.
Contract is being
prepared and
executed.
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W. Cherry Street Right Turn Lane at Miller Drive
Sunbury has agreed to design and construct the 775-foot long right turn lane
on west bound Cherry Street at Miller Drive and the Big Walnut Schools have
agreed to pay up to approximately $445,000 toward the cost of the
improvement. The improvement begins just east of the fire station’s
driveways. This is an opening day improvement (high school) identified in the
Schools’ Traffic Impact Study. The high school will open in January 2022.

West-Bound W. Cherry Street Right Turn Lane to North Miller Drive

We received the
ODOT R/W permit at
the end of January.
The first
advertisement for bids
will be published in the
paper on Thursday,
February 4, 2021. The
second advertisement
will be on Thursday,
February 11, 2021.
We will open bids on
Friday, February 19,
2021.
We anticipate
presenting the results
to Council at its
meeting on March 3,
2021.
The Engineer’s
Opinion of Probable
Construction Cost is
$467,000 (not
including
contingencies; with
contingencies, the
opinion is $512,000).
The project is out for
bid. Addendum No. 1
was just issued.
Included in the
addendum is
extending the Bid
Opening to Thursday,
February 25. This will
not affect our ability to
submit for Council
consideration to award
the project at its
March 3, 2021,
Council Meeting.
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Bids were opened on
2.25.21. Low bid of
$538,853.65 was
submitted by
Columbus Asphalt
Paving.
Pre-con was held.
Submittals are under
review. Project is
underway.
Construction
progressing.
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Fallen Heroes Multi-Use Trail, Phase 2 (to and partially through Old
Orchard Park)
This project extends the existing Fallen Heroes Multi-Use Trail (Phase 1,
shown below in yellow) from Granville Street to a point about half-way through
the Old Orchard Park (shown below in red). This MUT segment is
approximately 720 feet long and includes an at-grade crossing of W. Granville
Street utilizing a solar-powered rectangular rapid flashing beacon (RRFB) with
signs. The MUT will be an asphalt trail, 10 feet wide. Sunbury will receive two
(2) grants for this project, one from Preservation Parks of Delaware County
and one from Delaware County, totaling approximately $119,000 +/- (the
PPDC grant has been awarded by the Board; Delaware County will officially
approve our grant in January, 2021). Estimated cost (design, bid, construct,
inspect) is $155,000 +/-. The grants represent over 75% of the anticipated
costs.

Survey is being
scheduled; weather
dependent.
Survey has been
completed. Design
and plans are being
completed.
We anticipate bidding
the project in early
June.
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Fallen Heroes Multi-Use Trail – Phase 2
(Note: Phase 2 shown in Red)
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Facilities Plan Update for WWTP
This project provides for the preparation and submittal to Ohio EPA of a
Facilities Plan Update for the Wastewater Treatment. The facilities plan will
evaluate alternatives for providing wastewater treatment plant capacity 20
years into the future.

Work has
commenced; research
and data gathering.
Meeting scheduled at
WWTP for Thursday,
February 18, 2021, for
fact finding,
information gathering,
and discussion of
expectations.
Meeting was held,
information was
gathered, additional
information was
provided – work is
underway.
Work continues.

2021 WWTP Improvements

Work has
commenced; research
This project provides for the design and bidding for improvements to the
and data gathering.
wastewater treatment plant to enhance efficiency and reliability.
Meeting scheduled at
Improvements will include additional biosolids drying/storage beds, additional
WWTP for Thursday,
canopy area for the biosolids drying/storage beds, improvements to the sludge February 18, 2021, for
transfer pumping system, and miscellaneous electrical and site improvements. fact finding,
information gathering,
and discussion of
expectations.
Meeting was held,
information was
gathered, additional
information was
provided – work is
underway.
Work continues.
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Reservoirs Fishing Park Grant Application
As authorized by Council, we are preparing a grant application for the ODNR
Recreational Trail (Grant) Program. The application is due on March 15, 2021.
The project entails the construction of a 6-foot wide stone walking path around
the perimeter of the reservoirs, on top of the levees.

Switching from RTP to
NatureWorks Grant.
Application is due on
June 1, 2021.
Authorizing Resolution
passed by Council on
April 14.
Public Meeting is
scheduled for noon
on Tuesday, May 25,
2021.
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Ohio EPA WPCLF Loan Applications
As authorized by Council, we are preparing two loan applications for the
OEPA WPCLF program. We are preparing a loan application for $100,000 for
the Facilities Plan Update and another application for $225,000 for design of
the 2021 WWTP Improvements Project.

Application was
submitted without
Authorizing
Resolution. Resolution
passed by Council on
April 7 and forwarded
to OEPA. I reached
out to OEPA and they
have informed me the
applications are on
schedule to be
awarded in May.
OEPA has decided
NOT to award the
planning loan in May,
but to award a
combined planning
and design loan in
July.

2021 Street Program
The streets to be improved as part of the 2021 Street Program include:
 Fairview Drive,
 Harrison Street, N. Columbus to N. Morning and Otis to High
 Hartford Road, High to bridge
 Hawthorne Road (Granville to Hawthorne Courts),
 N. Vernon Street,
 Stelzer Court, Kintner to end (does not include driveway to impound
lot)
 Walnut Street, Hartford to barrier
 North Street, N. Columbus to N. Vernon, and
 Miscellaneous spot repairs of brick streets and other areas, as
determined in concert with Sunbury.
The estimated construction cost is $590,000.

The original $1.1M
project did not score
high enough to be
funded. An
abbreviated program
has been prepared
based on discussions
with the Mayor,
Service Committee
and Council. The list
to the left reflects the
agreed-upon
abbreviated program.
The budget provides
for the repairs of
these streets,
$50,000 for brick
street repairs (TBD),
$50,000 for misc
repairs (TBD), and
$54,000 for OwnerControlled
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Contingencies.
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PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Magnolia Park (Formerly Orchid Park)
The proposed single-family subdivision contains 39 lots on 25.95 acres to the
east of Big Walnut Middle School, south of Cheshire Road. The subdivision will
connect to Cheshire Road, Fairland Drive, and the future development to the
south on the Price property. The property is zoned R2 and the Developer has
received a variance to keep the present zoning classification.

Revised plans were
submitted and have
been reviewed.
Comments have been
forwarded (except for
review of Stormwater;
expected to be
completed this week).
The Sanitary Sewer
Plan, the Stormwater
Management Plan,
and the Street
Lighting Plan have
been approved.
There are issues
with the proposed
phasing, pedestrian
access to the school,
and the number of
trees that are being
proposed that need
to be
resolved/addressed
before the street
plans can be
approved. These
matters were
presented to the
Developer previously
and have not been
addressed.

Magnolia Park Overall Plan from Street, Storm and Water Plans
The Developer has proposed to sequence the construction. Phase 1 will be the
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6 lots along the east side of the entrance drive. With Phase 1, the developer
will build the entrance drive from Cheshire Rd to the south side of the north
entrance to the school. Phase 2 will be the section along Fairland Dr and will
include the extension of the entrance road to the south property line.
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Rolling Hills (Formerly Sunbury Golf Course)
This 150-unit PRD development is proposed for the former Sunbury Golf
Course (east of Golf Course Road and south of Cheshire Road). The project
has received zoning. The P&Z Commission unanimously approved the
Preliminary Plat at its meeting of April 27, 2020.

Construction Plans
have been received
and are under review.
Minor comments on
the sanitary sewer
plans have been
delivered to the
engineer.
Plans failed to include
landscaping and
streetlighting and
improvements to Golf
Course Road.
Review comments
have been forwarded
to the design
engineer.
Revised plans have
been submitted and
are awaiting review.
Comments have been
forwarded to the
Design Engineer.
Concerns have been
expressed by
Developer over
“required”
improvements to Golf
Course Road.
Nothing new has
been provided by the
applicant.
Applicant reached
out to CT regarding
the possibility of
obtaining a mass
grading approval
ahead of the plan
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approval so they
could start moving
dirt. No further
information or official
request has been
provided.
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Price Farms
This 336-unit PRD development is proposed for 184 acres east of Golf Course
Road, immediately south of the Middle School (and the proposed Magnolia
Park subdivision) and north and east of the proposed Rolling Hills subdivision.
The property was zoned PRD on July 15, 2020, under Ordinance No. 2020.23.

A preliminary plat
was submitted for
consideration by the
Planning and Zoning
Commission and will
be placed on its
agenda for May 24,
2021.

(The above figure is taken from the Stormwater Management Plan)

PROJECTS PENDING
 Fourwinds Drive Phase 1
PROJECTS CURRENTLY ON-HOLD / INACTIVE / IN-DISCUSSION



Granville Street Multi-Family Development – Informal presentation was made by the applicant to
the P&Z Commission on April 26. This will be moved to active projects shortly.
Eagle Creek – Informal presentation was made by the applicant to the P&Z Commission on April
26. This was previously referred to as the Rogers’ properties. This will be moved to active
projects shortly.

Page 19 of 25

Village of Sunbury Regular Council
Minutes
May 19, 2021





Vantage Logistics is in the process of expanding; working on their plans/application.
Omnico is in the process of expanding; working on their plans/application.
Zoning Code Updates – Draft revisions distributed by CT to the Sub-Committee on 1.31.21 for
discussion purposes.
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PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Big Walnut Schools

Progress continues. Both schools are on schedule for their respective
openings in August 2020 and January 2022. Working with contractor on
finishing Kintner Pkwy extension (work on the south side of the
roadway). Working with schools on proposal for additional driveway to
the stadium.

Sunbury Meadows Section 16 Construction has progressed well; mostly completed.
Gerling Trailer

Plans are approved; waiting for applicant to request Pre-Con Meeting.
The applicant (Jim Elter) recently informed Sunbury that, due to budget
concerns, he would like to revise the approved plan. Details were
recently provided. Review is pending. Applicant is trying to arrange a
meeting with the owner to discuss the proposed changes. No update
this report.

Miller’s Cove

Substantially completed – no update this report.

Car Wash USA

Pre-Construction conference is scheduled for May 4, 2021. It is
anticipated they will break ground on May 5, 2021. No update this
report.

116 N. Miller Drive Office Building
Newman Roofing

Construction has commenced. No update this report.

Pre-Con held May 13, 2021. Project will take 9 to 10 months to
complete.

RESIDENTIAL PLOT PLAN REVIEWS
The following residential plot plans were reviewed since the previous report:
Residential Reviews Completed:







819 Peacock
131 Peacock
201 Leatherleaf
156 Leatherleaf
829 Peacock
214 Lemming

Residential Reviews Received and still under review:


None.
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RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT
The following R/W permits under review:







#2021 – 05 – Columbia Gas
#2021 – 06 - Columbia Gas
#2021 – 07 - Columbia Gas
#2021 – 08 - Columbia Gas
#2021 – 09 - Columbia Gas
#2021 – 10 – Columbia Gas

RESOLUTIONS:

Third Readings

Second Readings
RESOLUTION 2021.06
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE DELAWARE
COUNTY MULTI -USE TRAIL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion was made by Martin to suspend the rules seconded by Cooper Passed 6-0.
Motion was made by Martin and seconded by Cooper on the emergency Passed 6-0.
Motion was made by Martin and seconded by Cooper on the Resolution Passed 6-0

RESOLUTION 2021.07
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE STATE OF
OHIO NATUREWORKS GRANT PROGRAM
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion was made by Cooper to suspend the rules seconded by Martin Passed 6-0.
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Motion was made by Cooper and seconded by Martin on the emergency Passed 6-0.
Motion was made by Cooper and seconded by Martin on the Resolution Passed 6-0

RESOLUTION 2021.08
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE
PRESERVATION PARKS OF DELAWARE COUNTY COMMUNITY MULTI -USE TRAIL
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

First Readings

ORDINANCES:

Third Readings

ORDINANCE NO. 2021.13
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A PETITION FOR ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY CONSISTING
OF78.017 ± ACRES LOCATED IN BERKSHIRE TOWNSHIP (2.002 ACRES) AND BERLIN TOWNSHIP
(76.015 ACRES), DELAWARE COUNTY OWNED BY BRIAN E. MILLS AND KATHY A. MILLS;
FRANK BIANCONE AND SANDRA S. BIANCONE, AND THE RAVINES AT MEADOW RIDGE LLC
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (tabled)

Second Readings
ORDINANCE 2021.20
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A RENEWAL AGREEMENT WITH
THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION OF WILDLIFE FOR PROVISION
OF A FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AT THE VILLAGE OF SUNBURY UPGROUND
RESERVOIRS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion was made by St. John to suspend the rules seconded by Cappel Passed 6-0.
Motion was made by St. John and seconded by Cappel on the emergency Passed 6-0.
Motion was made by St. John and seconded by Cappel on the Ordinance Passed 6-0
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First Readings

ORDINANCE 2021.21
AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO PAVEMENT REPAIRS ON INTERSTATE 71 WITHIN THE
VILLAGE OF SUNBURY ALONG WITH OTHER ASSOCIATED WORK

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
St. John
 Led a discussion on the Fireworks display planned for July 3 with a rain date of July 4, 2021.
Motion by St. John and seconded by Gose to approve the expense of one half of the fireworks for
$6,250.00. Upon Roll 6 Yeas.

NEW BUSINESS:

Brehm/Kendra Sherman, Environmental Counsel from Squire Patton Boggs
Spoke to Council concerning switching the program that the Village currently is using for reimbursement.
Currently the Village is under the “BUSTR” Bureau of underground Storage Tank Regulations and moving forward
we are now wishing to change programs because of the flexibility of the repayment schedule to the Ohio “VAP”,
Voluntary Action Program. Both programs would achieve a no further action letter, but the “VAP” program would
be quicker and easier. There is also another grant that would be available to apply for through the Ohio “VAP”
program.
Motion by St. John and seconded by Fisher move from the “BUSTR” program to the “VAP” program for
reimbursement of the environmental cleanup at 5 South Columbus Street. Upon Roll 6 Yeas.

St. John
Explained the Space Analysis proposal for the Municipal Building, this would not give an engineer’s
design, just explain the options and costs based on the current use and possible ways to extend the life/use of the
building.
Motion by St. John and seconded by Fisher to approve CT Space Analysis proposal of the Municipal Building.
Upon Roll 6 Yeas.

St. John
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Explained the interview process to the Council applicants. The applicants will be in the “lobby.” They will
be interviewed one at a time and have three to five minutes to talk about themselves. After the initial time it will be
opened for questions from Council. This position will be through the remainder of the year, and if the successful
applicant so chooses, they can submit a petition for one of the five open Council seats this election. The Council
will then have discussion in executive session and then reconvene for the public voting on the applicant.
Order of interviews by random drawing

Paul Hollar
 Spoke of his 45 years in the mining industry, being a production supervisor. He has also been in the Army.
Gose asked why he wanted to be a Councilperson, and Paul replied that he believes that he can help. He
spoke of the upcoming challenges that will need to be addressed by Council.
Anne Frost
 Spoke to Council of her degree in landscape architecture and a background in planning and zoning and
Park Master Planning and Park Development including road construction. She currently works at Ohio
Facilities Construction Commission managing K-12 school construction. She sat on the Charter
Commission. She is very interested in the upcoming review of the Charter. She would want to retain the
small-town culture while still growing.
Gose asked what her main interest would be if she would be on Council, she replied that she would love to
see a community center. She would like to see appropriate development, not just all industrial
development. St. John asked what her development idea would be if not industrial, she replied that the
area next to McDonald might be more of an open space. St. John then asked how she would solve for the
School Funding issue without industrial development. The reply was perhaps more restaurants development
rather than industrial.

Greg Elliott
 He currently works in the commercial development industry. He also coaches youth sports and is on the
planning and zoning board. He went to the Merchant Marines Academy and received his master’s in
business from Ohio Dominican. He strives to get things bigger faster and better. Cooper - asked about his
experiences in zoning and any problems in that realm. Elliott replied that he has enjoyed seeing the process
start and is interested in seeing the project complete as it goes to Council. Gose asked about any special
interest, Elliott replied that space for kids/more ball fields and park amenities.

Debra Miller
 Spoke to Council of her 30 years in public service. She would like now to serve the people that she lives
with and not just as a job. Gose asked about a possible special interest, Miller replied that as Sunbury
grows, she might be a great resource of information.

Motion by St. John and seconded by Fisher to move to executive session per ORC 121.22(G) (1) To consider

the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a
public employee or official. Upon Roll 6 Yeas.
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Mayor St. John invited Brehm, Allen Rothermel, Robert Howard, Steve Pyles and Kathy Belcher to attend the
executive session.
Motion by Martin and seconded by Gose to reconvene. Upon roll call, 6 Yeas.
Gose


All great applicants and it was a very difficult decision, and all are encouraged to pursue other positions.

Motion by Gose and seconded by Cooper to appoint Greg Elliott to the open Council seat term effective May 28,
2021 to the December 31, 2021.

Motion by Cappel and seconded by Fisher to close the nominations. Upon Roll 6 Yeas.

Upon Roll Call on Greg Elliott All Yeas.

Motion to Adjourn

All Yeas.

____________________________
Joseph St. John, Mayor

___________________________________
Kathy Belcher, Finance Director

